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‘Our object is to provide education which
will not produce a standardised or utility
child, useful only as a cog in a nationalised
industry and bureaucratic machine, but
will enable the child to develop his or her
responsible place, first in the world of
school, and then as a citizen!




‘Above all, let us remember that the
great purpose of education is to give
us individual citizens capable of
thinking for themselves.’




‘It is not just good for the individual. It
IS an economic necessity for the nation.
We will compete successfully on the
basis of quality or not at all. And quality
comes from developing the potential of
all our people!




‘All children dream of what they
might do when they grow up. Our
task is to help them turn those
dreams into reality whatever
their backgrounds may be!




‘Improving our school system is
the most important thing we can
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‘Education is the key to personal
fulfilment, economic prosperity
and social mobility. Our goal is
educational excellence for every
child, whatever their background
or circumstances.’
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1945 Labour Party Manifesto




‘It is not just good for the individual. It
IS an economic necessity for the nation.
We will compete successfully on the
basis of quality or not at all. And quality
comes from developing the potential of
all our people.

1997 Labour Party Manifesto




‘All children dream of what they
might do when they grow up. Our
task is to help them turn those
dreams into reality whatever their
backgrounds may be.

1997 Conservative Party Manifesto




‘Improving our school system is the
most important thing we can do to
make opportunity more equal and
address our declining social mobility’

2010 Conservative Party Manifesto




‘Education is the key to personal
fulfilment, economic prosperity
and social mobility. Our goal is
educational excellence for every
child, whatever their background
or circumstances.’

2010 Labour Party Manifesto




Conservative

1945
‘Our object is to provide education which
will not produce a standardised or utility
child, useful only as a cog in a nationalised
industry and bureaucratic machine, but will
enable the child to develop his or her
responsible place, first in the world of
school, and then as a citizen.

1997
‘All children dream of what they might do
when they grow up. Our task is to help
them turn those dreams into reality
whatever their backgrounds may be!

2010
‘Improving our school system is the most
important thing we can do to make
opportunity more equal and address our
declining social mobility.

Labour

1945

‘Above all, let us remember that the great
purpose of education is to give us
individual citizens capable of thinking for
themselves’

1997

‘It is not just good for the individual. It is an
economic necessity for the nation. We will
compete successfully on the basis of
quality or not at all. And quality comes
from developing the potential of all our
people’

2010

‘Education is the key to personal fulfilment,
economic prosperity and social mobility.
Our goal is educational excellence for every
child, whatever their background or
circumstances.
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‘We shall defend the grammar schools against doctrinaire Socialist
attack.” 1945

‘One of the greatest barriers to equality of opportunity in our schools
is the segregation of our children into grammar and other types of
school at the age of 11. 1950

‘The Socialist plan to impose the comprehensive principle, regardless
of the wishes of parents, teachers and authorities is therefore
foolishly doctrinaire.” 1964

‘Labour will set up an educational trust to advise on the best way on
integrating public schools into the state system of education.” 1964

‘The Direct Grant principle will therefore be resorted with an Assisted
places Scheme. 1979

‘Independent schools still represent a major obstacle to equality of
opportunity. Labour’s aim is to end as soon as possible, fee paying in
such schools while safeguarding schools for the handicapped.” 1979




Conservative

We shall promote higher
standards of achievement in
basic skills. 1979

We propose to assess every child
at five. 1997

To improve standards in future
our new teacher training
curriculum will stress traditional
teaching methods — including
whole class teaching and
learning to read by the sound of
letters. 1997

We will promote the teaching of
systematic synthetic phonics.
2010




Conservative

We shall promote higher
standards of achievement in
basic skills. 1979

We propose to assess every child
at five. 1997

To improve standards in future
our new teacher training
curriculum will stress traditional
teaching methods — including
whole class teaching and
learning to read by the sound of
letters. 1997

We will promote the teaching of
systematic synthetic phonics.
2010

Labour

That means ‘setting’ children
in classes to maximise
progress. 1997

Every school needs baseline
assessment of pupils when
they enter the school. 1997

We will encourage the use of
the most effective teaching
methods including phonics
for reading and whole class
interactive teaching for
maths. 1997

With a 3Rs guarantee of one-
to-one and small-group
tuition for every child falling
behind. 2010




“Local education authorities possess a wide discretion in the
matter of the constitution of county school managing and
governing bodies. Apart from a provision concerned with minor
authorities, the Education Acts do not stipulate what interests
should be represented on these bodies; their constitution is
thus a matter for decision by local education authorities who
have been able to introduce such elements as they consider
right for their own schools”.




“Local education authorities possess a wide discretion in the
matter of the constitution of county school managing and
governing bodies. Apart from a provision concerned with minor
authorities, the Education Acts do not stipulate what interests
should be represented on these bodies; their constitution is
thus a matter for decision by local education authorities who
have been able to introduce such elements as they consider
right for their own schools”.

“Governing bodies’ three core functions relate to the school’s
finance, the school’s educational performance, and strategic
issues”.




1.6 m £382 m 1036

Children attending schools Estimated Departmental Sponsored academies created
not rated ‘good’ or spend on oversight and from previously underperforming
‘outstanding’ by Ofsted intervention in maintained schools by August
(August 2014) 2013-14* 2014

15%  of schools have not been inspected by Ofsted in the last 4 years (from September 2010
to August 2014)

221 warning notices have been issued to schools by local authorities since September 2010

306 interim executive boards have been approved by the Secretary of State since
September 2010
62 underperforming maintained schools (out of 129) improved their Ofsted rating following

formal intervention

83% real-terms reduction in average revenue grants provided to sponsors to reopen
underperforming secondary schools as academies between 2010-11 and 2013-14



